BEWARE!

Watching Fox News has been most strongly correlated with having misperceptions about U.S. foreign policy and the war in Iraq
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It’s true.  A study at the Program on International Policy Attitudes at the University of Maryland found that misperceptions about the war in Iraq are correlated most strongly with watching Fox News. You can argue that people with misperceptions are attracted to Fox News or that Fox News leads to misperceptions in its viewers, but either way it would seem that the more you watch, the less you know. 

And it has significant impacts. Having misperceptions about the war in Iraq is also correlated with supporting the war, with all its disastrous consequences in the bottom line, the environment, and in human lives.

But you can take some simple actions to help improve things.  For one, don’t watch Fox, and encourage others to act likewise. You may also want to diversify your current media diet.  If you listen to radio shows like Rush Limbaugh and Bill O’Reilly for your news and comment, consider listening to other shows like Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman (WZRD-FM, 88.3, weekdays, 7-9am) and Media Matters with Bob McChesney (WILL-AM 580, Sundays, 1pm).  If you get your news from the Chicago Tribune’s website (chicagotribune.com), consider also getting news from the Chicago Independent Media Center (chicago.indymedia.org).  

They say, “You are what you eat”.  Maybe they should also say, “You are what you see, hear and read.”

[image: image3.wmf]
P.O.Box 14140, Chicago, IL 60614

cma@chicagomediaaction.org; Call toll-free 1-866-260-7198; www.chicagomediaaction.org
_1003425116.doc
[image: image1.png]()

CHICAGO MEDIA A








