An Informed Vote?

Local News Coverage
General Election 2003

A Report by the Grand Rapids Institute
for Information Democracy
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Methodology

GRIID conducted a 30-day study of GRIID is an affiliate of the
local TV and newspaper coverage of the Community Media
the local primary elections in West Center. GRIID conducts
Michigan. From October 6 through media research, media

November 3, 2003 GRIID monitored
the Grand Rapids Press, the 5:30, 6 &
11pm newscasts of channel's 8 & 13,
and channel 17's 10pm newscast
(Monday through Friday only). The
11pm WZZM 13 broadcast was not
included as it was regularly pre-
empted by Monday Night Football. You can access our
The 10pm Fox 17 News broadcast resources and past reports
was not included for Oct. 7, 10, 13, 14. at www.griid.org

15, 16, 21, 22 and 23 as these were
pre-empted by baseball.

trainings and teaches
media literacy.

Each time a story about elections
appeared, we noted the order of the To contact GRIID call
story, length, who was interviewed, 459-4788 x122

and for how long. We also noted if e-mail jsmith@grcmec.org
candidates were quoted or given
airtime, and how often paid ads ran
during the newscasts or appeared in
the newspaper during the study
period. We looked at story/article
content to see if voters would be able
to make an informed vote based on
the information provided by the four
news agencies studied. Lastly, we
made comparisons between the
election coverage and other topics
covered by the three TV stations,
including crime coverage.

This study was conducted by GRIID
staff Jeff Smith and Tom Schwallie.




Summary of Findings

WOOD TV 8 had the best election coverage of the three television
stations. WOOD TV 8 ran a total of 10 stories and was the only
station to report at all on the Holland and Kalamazoo Mayoral races
as well as the Grand Rapids 1st Ward race.

WZZM 13 had only three stories about the election during the study
period. Only one of these stories aired earlier than the day before
the election. No candidate voices were heard in these segments.

FOX 17 aired two election stories during the study period. These
were a story on the Muskegon Casino vote and the Lowell city
commision. The latter story focused on the fact that two of the
candidates were married to each other, it did not discuss positions,
platforms, or any of the other six candidates.

During the study period the three television stations ran a combined
322 crime stories compared to only 15 election stories.

The California wild fires, a story with no local relevance, received a
total of 22 segments on the three channels. Channel 13 ran over
twice as many stories about the lockdown of a local high school than
it did on the various elections throughout West Michigan.

The Grand Rapids Press provided better election coverage than any
of the TV stations. The GR Press did provide some limited coverage
of the elections outside of the Grand Rapids metro area. Given that
areas such as Kalamazoo, Holland, and Grand Haven have their own
newspapers, it is understandable that the GR Press did not cover all
these areas in detail. Coverage in the GR Press of city council
elections in Cedar Springs, Grandville, Kentwood, Lowell, Rockford,
Walker, and Wyoming was non-existent (see page 9). Coverage of
the 1st Ward election in Grand Rapids was fairly superficial as far as
candidate positions and platforms (see page 8).



GR Press Log of Election stories Oct 4 thru Nov 3

10/8 “Friends open drive to boost transit tax to help The Rapid” Cami Reister
D3 11 inches

10/25 “Prayer vigil backs transit millage” Melissa Kruse 10 inches
10/26 “Polpourri ‘03” Steven Harmon A25 4 inches
10/28 “Candidate uses flags to make signs legal” Terry Judd D5 13 inches

11/1 “Both 1°' Ward candidates have gotten to know the constituency” Jim
Harger A3 11 inches

11/2 “Coast Guard City prepares to elect another new mayor” Chad D. Lerch
and John Tunison A18 24 inches

11/3“Tense EGR mayor’s race centers on economy” Steven Harmon Al 40
inches

11/3 “Grandville voters blitzed in push for Sunday booze” Keith Essenburg
D1 13 inches

11/3“On the Ballot” D4 (listing of local elections)













THE REGION

THE GRAND RAFPIDS PRESS

Both 1st Ward candidates have
gotten to know the constituency

W= Roy Schuids and challnger
Mearityn Kiudy spent &t lot of
e goHg door-to-duur abecd
of Twescday s plection,

By Jim Harger

“Ihe Carund Rapics Hness

Helgying be would face seversl hals

Iengeﬂ far” his Grand Rapids Ciey Com-
mission seaf this year, L=t Ward Commis-

sioner Roy Schmidt said he stared corm
|:u|i.§nifq; esarty and hard.

v earty May, the three-derm incum-
bent had rpised mearly $23,000 60 com-
paign donalions. He begun wallking doar-
1a-door inJuly,

“You never really konow,” he gud. 1 al.
Wity STATT ol early.”

Marilyn Kludy, the only eiher 151 Ward
candidate on Tuesday's ballot. also spent
mosl of e summer golng door- Lo dinar.

The 131 Warl encompasses the oy
wesd of the Grand River and soall ol Ful-
tof Steeel, west of Jefferson Avenue SF.

It lsg includes the Garfiebd Park neigh-
barhoad sowth of Burton Street and west
uf Eastern Avenue,

A of the Oct- 34 compalgn firance fil-
ing deadline, Schemidl had raised nearly

SAT 000 ancd spent noarly §1E.00E, mosly
oo pdvemising and  mailings.  Schmisl
plenned more mailings just belore Lhe
wlectzon

Kiudy, & J2-yeareld law studenn, s
rurtiing en o much more modesi hedge:.
e plyuss to spend bess thaa B 00

{ime of Schmidt's mailings s Khady
ummet Becauze Schmidt ssed it 19 claam
b 35 *the Rightto-Lafe candedaie.”

Fludy, wha has led a yauth ministry
foe EL wears and whose husband amce
vhaired their Catholic parish's Bight 1o
Life chaprer, sad Schemidi's mAiling im-
plied he wa3 the anly pra-life candidate.

Even rhnulg_h she has been a supporer
ol the pro-life movencnt, Kledy siid
klichignn Right to Lifi 1030 her they only
endorse 1he inmmbent if hoth candidates
ame prclafe.

Arhmndt defended his mailing,

“We ocan both be pro-life comdidine:,
wil I'moendarsed by Michigan Taght 13
Lile,™ b sinicl

Bofh candidates say they are siressing
constiouent  service ebove other hot-
buion: isswes, such as the future of the
John Ball Park and Zoo or propogals m
replace City Hall with w howd 10 accom-
modabe comyenten-fours

With 12 wears uncder hig het t, Schmidl
snvidl he 1§ focused on setghbarhood prob-
lems ke has solved over Lhe years,

“They'll calk an an issuc and thcﬁ;hnrl'-_v
I'lE call back,” soys Schmdl, G0. =My phi-
fsophy is that you've god fo have 1he
sarme viger you hed [2 years ago. | den't
belisve I've ever fost thal.”

Kludy seid she hipes her dood-to-door
mmplm will everpome Schmidt's fund-
relgtng.

“It doesn't take a lud of money 1o pur
on my shoes and go door-ig-door,”
said, "Thaose are the people who vote, nm:l
those are the people T went to meed

“There are a la of people Tooking for
change,” she said. *1haven't hwd o single
door slamemaed inemy Foce.”

O the issues, both say they Tovor of-
[ermp tax breaks to businesses  thal
create joba, Thow alsc support L -res
Fenaissance Zones o enoowage down-
Inwn housing

&R GITY COMMISSION

Teim: Four yaers
Salary: 522,406
Firsl Ward candidates:
w Manlym Khady
Address: 1634 Lochiar Drive NW
Age: 32
Becupation: Law school Fudent
B Roy Schenidt
Addresk 829 Myrile 30 N
Aga: S0
Qecupation: Sales regrksentalve,
Wyeth Inc.

Though she faces an uphill Garls
Kludy seid shr wor't negne the expen-
once if she losus Tuesdas.

“Iee et i lor ol people and thor
opghle empoyed oL

I che 3rd Ward, moumbent Commis-
sioner Robert Dean s usagposad

GR Press coverage of the 1st Ward race was not as extensive as their coverage of
the 2nd Ward and Mayoral race during the October primary. Both the mayoral and
2nd ward races received “Addressing the Issues” pieces which posed a series of
guestions to each candidates along with their replies (see GRIID 2003 Election
Primary Study). The GR Press did not run that style of article for the 1st Ward race,
instead only providing the article above to their readership. This was the only article
that the GR Press ran that gave any substantive coverage of the 2nd ward race.




ON THE BALLOY

W] ot W oo
clizdions Turs2ay Lisicd
Etliren &8 BAIKY iEEUES D50
comlested racas

NENT LONTY

INTERLUIRBAK I

FARTMEREHIF

Fiof cries. ol Eaut L
Aupscts, Guncha¥a, Giand
lam, Manhaccd, Walier
an: Wyoming. Request o
rase Ine curanl meitag:s
o T il to 55 milly S
frvel puary,

Carale 5. Pettiohn (I
Jonz Giegzenibo [1F
Tl Smiley

Beees' Borei] wlnie o0 B8l

T Al the gale of Gaer and
wina ko ceinking on
premises:

CENAR SPRINGS
Counicil member

lene 10 e atscied|
watrepn Bremmes
Pukrica i ek
fricazibnl]

EAST GAAND RAPID3
Mayer

Candy Barmar

Jucty Fros Ol

Wartf | £ommissiongr -
Jekin Sehewr i)

Ihane Hak

GRAND RAPIDS
‘Ward | commissioner
aribyn Ky

Hoy Bt ()
Library SomMMsSigmes
7wt Bz alelnly
Jarnzs Boby

Auth & L wnpking
Qager L MaClary
¥eanelh Srheosrs
GAAMDWILEE
Counclt mamters
[wer to b eleched)
Langlas Cox

Aober & Db ()

KENTWOQOD

Ward F oo A oahoner -
irrm anding 20T

jora ko b wlaskal)

Foioar £ Ciowglirin
Wamiay Mclimpre-Evesscheck
LOWELL

Coainecll membere - bwo
highest assigrad 1o ks
ancing 2005; third ol
;ﬁsigm:d 10 lert B0l
faw

Sames W, Hodoes

Am Maziman

Kamy Maalman

Aiarn )} Rlgthws

Chizles 8. Wvers ()

i Tealander

MaCKFORD

Councl member

Irawia A b 2l

Miner Fremch

Elowe J. Jrmmec i

{3an Meiozraar Richao P
Weal

Junie G, Aoqers
WALKER

“Naed H cormnissoner -
el dohn Dieachaine
Lows Bandall Smh )
Wa-g Hi commmissioneT -
Zhevgn Varshis

Paatrizk Saren

W M

Wined 1] cowncil member
James [ Mille

Diwwn E. 'Widinmanm (1
Proposal 1, proparty
negatiafnng

Bagks 10 @hoew T ity
manager bz negonhate the
purchass and Eale of
propesty up ko 57, 50000
il

FPropaosal 2, procd kvy
Epchs T5-mill lewy fer
corstructon and operation
of an anuahs centar.

EDWAR-S0LON

IRiied Fbrary milkge
ek BE milly b estallish,
oot fnd suppcrt he
Ciedar-Soica Ehsim Library.
Tha millagz woald replace
The wsnmieg B0mill Boeary
i [he Cily o Gedar
Spings.

OFTANA COUKTY
COOPERSVILLE

City Cowncil

[N b P edpted)

Mk Dougias [werben)
Clird Maki jwrita-y1
Edward Moare (write-in
Shizoe Sakinas

el Vandiz Kol fwrile
in

Fioger Whitrnan
FERRYTSBLURG

“opuncil memeear

IHvee 1o ba alected)

Teere Spoazkmarn (1)

2 amy WAkl 1)

Baroara Johrean

LBl e rbeer
(e ko bR lectaa)
B4 Bissell

Lda Devtanc 1)
Micha Frity

Ectesard Micrasciifas

HOLLAND

Mayor

Fandai Aakdarirk
Altert MoGashian (1
Caalarsd] eeriber St Mirge
drrome Kones £
Michaes viola-va
‘Ward |V courcil enembar
Darryl Rakerirk

Bakby Wanch: Wiz [
Want V1 sourcEl meres
Gres Al=peth

David Hoakstra
HUBSOHYILLE
My

Crorald Vianloeaseiasal
Johin Wallace

Ward!

Gorden Krambeen 1)
D Redgior
HAIGATUCK
Counclf rembers
ibres =0 be Aedt=d)
Cathene Siman

Jefi Soarep )
Gilenn g

Hinry Wan S [
ZEELBMND

Tl medmber
[#rea ta ba mlacied)
Allen Danrenbieng 13
Fahy Gruppos: 11
Glenn Fiess

Fizwic Klyrisira (1)
s, Prast

Wiztar wanClesaniter

{THER AREAS
HAETINGE

Meyor

Fiober May

Barry Yoo

Wiwrd | courdl membrer
Tad Hustange

Cun Cyruishs

Ward Ik counchl membar
Biortty Hawhins 1)

Far Fommesir]

Ward 1 (eIl e ber
Cran Bpwers

Mickele Kleman 1)

10MIA

WAREH eounclt mermteer
Siman Beckingham
Gioitom Kedleny |11
HEWAYGS

Councll memtrar

[miann by b eslictieedy
Wiy Dunestizd 4
Fhicand Fafon

Razhel wWrener Sntar
HEWAYGD COUNTY
311 Oparational Sutcharge
renew|

Sl Mimampgeo Do b
akhionzed g charge ug lo
15 percent [not io escerd
53] od the talephone serace
i3 10 Snance oparEting
izl ol 9171 wmergery
feEpbn pslen?
WHTE CLOFD

Coneil membar
Terrieg 0 e elachog
Hzrm Seckar (I

ke Kymnees 1)

Charks Smitp

Thensss Wenstrom (T

The GR Press Ran this list of local elections on Nov. 3, the day before the general
election. Of the elections listed here, the GR Press only ran stories about the races
or candidates enclosed in a box.







